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ONE SHILLING 


The problem Gandhi failed to solve 


India’s communal riots 


Kevin McGrath writes: The only good 
thing about the communal riots in 
Gandhi's home state of Gujarat over 
the past two weeks—riots in which 
perhaps 1,200 have been killed, three- 
quarters of them Muslims—is that at 
least it happened on the eve of Gandhi’s 
centenary. 


A phoney peace, in a place and time 
where appalling sectarian and communal 
bitterness exists below the surface, 
would have been the worst of tributes to 
Gandhi. If it had to erupt into violence, 
this is the right time for it. 


Instead of being safely in his niche as 
a historical figure worthy of casual and 
transient homage on his centenary, 
Gandhi is right back where he belongs, 
in the centre of the bloodshed. 


The riots have demonstrated the failure 
of the would-be disciples of Gandhi— 
both the ones he would have recognised, 
and the politicians who have found his 
name convenient—to build that com- 
munal unity which was if anything more 
important to Gandhi than political in- 
dependence for India. 


And this failure is not just that of the 
disciples, but of the Mahatma himself, 
a failure which he freely admitted in 
face of the catastrophic communal 
massacres of 1947 and 1948. 


But in the generation since his assassina- 
tion there has been time to build on that 
failure, and to analyse it. The fact that 
Gandhi’s centenary has been marked by 
the most bloody communal riots since 
his death—at least three times as many 
people were killed during the past few 
days in Gujarat as in the whole of the 
previous three years throughout all 
India, years which have been the worst 
since the early days of Independence— 
demonstrate that the opportunity has 
not been used as it should have been. 


Grege’s idea 


One reason for Gandhi’s failure is per- 
haps indicated by his response to a 
letter from American pacifist theorist 
Richard Gregg in November 1947. 


Wrote Richard Gregg: “I venture to 
send you an idea that seems to me not 
only to explain with perhaps less moral 
blame a part of the recent communal 
violence in India but also to offer hope 
for the future. 


“It seems to me probable that much of 
this violence is an expression not so 
much of intercommunal suspicion and 
hatred, but rather and more deeply 
and originally, of the long pent-up 
resentments of the masses because of 
their oppression. 


“The oppression was not only by foreign 
political rule but by foreign modern 
social, economic and financial ways 
which are contrary to the ancient habits 
of dharma which were a very part of the 
nature of the masses. 


“By foreign ways I mean such things 
as the English land-holding system, 
usurious money lending, heavy taxes... 


and other interferences with long 
established village life common to all 
communities.” 


The end of British rule, Richard Gregg 
went on to suggest, had triggered off 
this resentment ‘“ which then pours out 
in violence upon some perfectly inno- 
cent person ... In India the establish- 
ment of religious electorates created a 
channel into which it was easy for this 
energy to flow, but I believe the fearful 
energy of the explosion comes from the 
older causes I have mentioned.” 


Now this is an analysis with which it is 
possible to disagree, but which beyond 
doubt is at least partly true. 


But Gandhi’s response was oddly be- 
wildered: ‘‘ Mr Gregg gives an explana- 
tion which mystifies the mind instead 
of clearing it...” 


Gandhi’s unwillingness or inability in 
this case to treat with adequate serious- 
ness an attempt to interpret communal 
conflict in terms that were not purely 
moral is significant. And there lies a 
clue to his failure. 


If a bullet had not ended Gandhi’s ambi- 
tion of living to the age of 125, he 
would no doubt have had the chance 
to work out the reasons for his failure, 
and to build on it. That is the task that 
his followers still have to face up to. 


Sacred cows 


The incident that sparked off the clashes 
has a disturbingly familiar ring to any- 
one who has been following the troubles 
in Northern Ireland—a religious pro- 
cession of 1,000 Muslims was obstructed, 
the Muslims retaliated, attacking a 
temple where some of the obstructors 
took refuge, and a Hindu pogrom 
erupted in reply. 

What gave the whole affair a peculiarly 
Indian flavour was that the obstruction 
—whether accidental or deliberate—in- 
volved a herd of cows, driven by some 
Hindu holy men. A false rumour that 
the sacred cows had been butchered 
helped rouse Hindu fury, against a 
background of mounting tension, which 
had been built to a peak by a recent 
march of 100,000 Muslims through 
the city in protest at the burning of the 
Al Aqsa mosque in Jerusalem in August. 


Back in April the Congress government 
of Gujarat state had been warned that 
bad communal trouble was on the way. 
Political squabbles appear to have 
Stor Eae any effective action to head this 
off. 


Ironically, the Muslim community in 
Gujarat had since the early days of the 
struggle for independence been under 
the influence of “nationalist”? Muslim 
bodies accepting the concept of Indian 
union, such as the Jamait-ul-Ulema, 
rather than the Muslim League. So 
allegations that “Pakistani agitators” 
were responsible for the troubles sound 
even less convincing than attempts to 
blame the IRA for what’s been happen- 
ing in Northern Ireland. 


In any case, people do not riot because 


of agitators. They do so because they 
are frightened, or oppressed, or frus- 
trated. And though the immediate pri- 
ority of bringing an end to pogroms and 
reprisals makes a direct appeal to moral 
principle by a Gandhi-style fast not 
innappropriate, there is something in- 
authentic in the much publicised fast of 
epEnes deputy Prime Minister Morarji 
esai. 


Amidst madness 


In the rather cynical words of the 
Indian daily Patriot (September 23): 
“Such exhibitions of sorrow may im- 
prove damaged images, but they cannot 
essentially alter the situation because 
the individuals who resort to them are 
not Mahatma Gandhis. 


“It would perhaps have been more use- 
ful if the former deputy Prime Minister 


had visited the scenes of violence and 
given assurance to those who have un- 
necessarily suffered.” 


Gandhi’s prescription for this sort of 
situation has a terrifying and ruthless 
simplicity. 

“Go in the midst of the rioters and 
prevent them from indulging in madness 
or get killed in the attempt”, he told 
would-be peace makers in September 
1947. “But do not come back alive to 
report failure.” 


How far Gandhians in Ahmedabad have 
lived up to this counsel in the present 
troubles it is impossible to tell from 
here. It is possible to hope that the 
attack by a mob on Monday last week 
upon the Sabarmat Harijan Ashram, 
which Gandhi founded and where he 
worked for years, was the result of such 
an intervention. 

And if that were the case, the attack 
was a tribute to Gandhi’s continued 
relevance to India and to the world. 
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PROJECTS: THE NEW LIBERATION MOVEMENT 


Global Tapestry’s Non-Violent Total Revolution 


Dave Cunliffe and Tina Morris are poets 
and revolutionaries. Their poetry and 
their revolution are concerned with im- 
mediate needs, and the immediate 
environment; with confrontations of 
those whose are “wrong”, and spon- 
taneous gestures, and actions, to imple- 
ment what is “ right”. 


In contrast to much so-called revolu- 
tionary poetry, what they advocate and 
practice has no purely political end, and 
is not restricted to any class, group, 
or society. The Global Tapestry they 
describe in this article is not restricted 
to human beings. 
Global Tapestry is not, primarily, a 
journal. Nor is it a movement in the 
accepted sense, since it depends almost 
wholly on individual initiative, on people 
spurred to “ doing their thing”. But its 
spontaneity, free imagination, immediacy, 
and its wholist committment, makes it 
definitely part of the growing “liberation 
movement ”’. 
Where readers may doubt its value is in 
its aggressive assertion of maximum 
ehange now, through guerrilla tactics. All 
of us may be “brothers and _ sisters 
under the skin”. But it is fair to ask 
whether we will realise this when con- 
fronted by some of the actions advocated 
in this article. 

R.M. 


Seven years ago European Provos would 
walk through buses pulling cigarettes 
out of people’s mouths and paint-spray 
CANCER CANCER over tobacco adver- 
tisements. 


American poet Gary Snyder reports 
ecological groups presently discussing 
“bombing freeways, sabotaging bull- 
dozers; symbolic acts like getting into the 
Dept. of the Interior and pouring dirty 
oil onto his desk, throwing dirty air in 
people’s faces who are responsible for 
air pollution . .. You are not just im- 
proving society but seeing how society 
relates to everything else. This is really 
an international project because it in- 


volves the unity of life ... you can’t 
have human rights without animal 
rights.” 


Young activists want everything and they 
want % now and they know that whilst 
compromise seems expedient it isn’t 
workable or wise. Everything must be 
earried through to its legical conclusion 
without delay. There isn’t time to wait 
for the State to wither away or endure 
several generations of lacto-vegetarianism 
before humanity is forced to abandon 
animal husbandry and related exploita- 
tion. Therefore our “ Global Tapestry’s ” 
non-violent total-revolutionary anarchist 


impetus: propaganda by word and deed. 
Operating at all levels on all fronts. 
Idea and act become One. 


“Global Tapestry’ grew out of a pre- 
vious journal “Vegan Action News- 
letter’, for the defence and liberation 
of all beings, which it has now absorbed. 
The completely non-violent vegan life is 
today essentiai for efficient use of avail- 
able land and natural resources. 


VA was started as a fluid and flexible 
network of free communication, to gene 
rate creative participation from the 
community and engender direct action 
against the War Machine, death industry 
and butchery complex. To preserve 
spontaneity, the formation of a precisely 
defined movement was discouraged, as 
was any specific “line”. VA and GT 
are simply a collection of activists work- 
ing towards their own development and 
universal liberation. 


Since June 1963, Richard and Monica 
Harvey have been organising fasts and 
pickets outside the Porton Germ Warfare 
complex; displaying anti-vivisection 
banners. In May 1968, Richard fasted 
inside the Cathedral “ to the displeasure 
and bewilderment of the Dean .. . in 
protest against the Church’s complacency 
on the CBW and vivisection issue.” In 
1965, David Davies and two friends 
fasted for 48 hours in vivisection protest 
outside the gates of Allington Farm. 


To date frequent nightly security patrols 
have prevented hunt saboteurs and 
animal defence activists from releasing 
the unfortunate creatures. Oonagh Lahr 
has fasted in Holloway because of a lack 
of vegetarian diet. (The Home Office, 
of course, deny this.) 


MULTI-ACTIONS 


In Blackburn’s new shopping centre, at 
supermarket cook-meat counters, we 
have confronted flesh-eaters with a plea 
to kill their own food. “KILL THE 
PIG, KILL THE PIG. Hit him with an 
axe upon his head until he’s dead. Chop 
him up with big knives. Slit his throat. 
O how the blood does flow. BACON 
MADAM! HAM TODAY!” People seem 
too embarrassed or shocked to react 
angrily or violently. 


With Tina Morris and friends, I have 
disrupted normal flesh-market function- 
ing by switching price-tags, substituting 
signs, ‘“Slaughtered lamp corpses”, 
“Fresh flesh” and jamming slaughter- 
house phones at peak-trading-communic- 
ation periods. We’ve joyously destroyed 
wood and canvas “shooting houses” on 
the Trough of Bowland. 


Animals (mainly cats and dogs) have 
been reported liberated from some 
universHy laboratories in America. 
There have heen attempts at human 
communication with known vivisection 
animal suppliers. These have sadly met 
with indifference or hostility. We’ve 
heard of organised tours of slaughter- 
pens in Chicago. 


VA has stood outside churches on Christ- 
mas day asking ‘‘Would Christ have 
wrung the neck of a turkey? ” Christians 
polite except for the odd vicar who 
refused to take proffered leaflets. Keki 
R. Sidhwa is planning a Trafalgar 
Square rally and 10 mile silent march: 
“We can thus expose to the world at 
large how the drug industry, the tobacco 
and alcoho! industry, the meat packers 
and egg industry ete. are out to line 
their pockets rather than the welfare of 
the community they serve.” 


Many vegan activists feel that such a 
march is not radical enough and suggest 
emulating the Doukhobors with mass 
nudity in central London. A golf club 
at Newbiggen, Northumberland laid lead 
and arsenic on the greens. Four horses 
died. Activists dug a four foot square 
swastika on one of the greens and two 
foot deep ditehes on ten others. In 
Amsterdam, twenty housewives smashed 
up a local council dog extermination gas 
chamber, with crowbars, hammers and 
hacksaws. 


“Global Tapestry” recently auctioned 
off Manchester Town Hall, for 200 
government issue toilet rolls, in a 
symbolic demonstration supported by 
nurses, hospital workers, students, 
anarchists, poets. This is just part of a 
sustained attempt to generate an impetus 
away from bureaucratic hospital admini- 
stration, tame unions and the discredited 
drug therapy and vivisection of the 
orthodox medical complex and profiteer- 
ing drug industry. 


GT supporters have in the past carried 
out symbolic anti-voting campaigns, with 
anarchist groups at election times. With 
Tina, Vve postered, stickered, slogan 
painted polling booths, party cars. 
Organised spoiling of ballot sheets and 
refusals to volunteer information for the 
electoral register. 


We’ve had plain-clothes intimidation, 
threats of violence from party workers 
and Hells Angels but no prosecutions or 
broken noses as yet. We intend serious 
disruption in the future with fake voting 
stations, wholesale destruction of ballot 
sheets, anarchist and revolutionary peace 
eandidates. 


GT has given children balloons and 
fruit in exchange for their nasty war 
toys and hero comics. Tuli Kupferberg, 


DAVE CUNLIFFE 


vegetarian, pacifist, poet, Fug, has en- 
couraged the needy, deprived and under- 
privileged, to ask for and if refused, 
openly take, food from supermarket 
shelves and clothing from profiteering 
stores. Black and white teenaged poor 
in New York have gone ahead and 
emptied shelves to distribute in the 
ghettoes. 


As the countryside is eroded away, we 
plant flowers, vegetables and “ weed ” 
seeds amid the plastic and concrete 
sprawl. Next year we plan to non- 
violently prevent official routine weed- 
killer spraying of hedgerows, pavements. 


NO LEADERS 


The “Berkeley Liberation Program ” 
promises to grass over streets and turn 
them into public parks and close vast 
areas to traffic. Hippies and diggers in 
San Francisco and New York have 
declared streets and whole blocks traffic- 
free and erected barricades of festive 
dancing bodies to make them so. 


In Lancashire we have linked arms and 
walked abreast on country roads and the 
big “S” file crossing has been operated 
on busy main roads as a protest against 
lack of safe crossings and the many 
pedestrian deaths. 


Any curtailment of the free circulation 
and communication of art, ideas, inform- 
ation is extreme violence against author 
and reader. The profit considerations of 
commercial publishing have been 
challenged by the dissemination of out- 
of-print or over-priced books in FREE 
underground editions. These secret 
Pirate presses have been joined by many 
little magazines who urge publishers to 
reprint any work they care to. 


VA and GT ask people to destroy equip- 
ment of thoughtless cruelty, such as the 
angler’s rod. Disrupt blood-sports and 
betting shops. Protest at mass-media 
brainwashing, sehool indoctrination, 
bankrupt priesthood, ossified religious 
establishments, landlords, courts, jails, 
government, military, money. 


Actions in these areas of concern should 
be governed by individual initiative and 
free imagination. Work with all libera- 
tion groups without submerging identity 
or restricting wider scope. Act against 
ideas, institutions, not people. All are 
brothers and sisters under the skin. 


“Vegan Action ” and “ Global Tapestry ” 
are not movements as such. Rather they 
reflect the mood of a growing minority 
of thinking and informed young people. 
Reflecting not creating the action. We 
are poets, activists, propagandists. The 
new journalists. Not leaders. 


DENNIS GOULD 


Poets Who 
Sing! 


Children Of Albion 


(Poetry of the “ Underground ”) Edited 
by Michael Horowitz (Penguin 382 pp. 
10s.) 


During the past three years I have 
visited numerous colleges of education 
and schools reading poetry, but until 
this book Children Of Albion was 
published, there was no introduction to 
the many younger poets; or to the 
history of contemporary poetry, in the 
traditions of William Blake and Percy 
Bysshe Shelley except in little magazines. 


Michael Horowitz has created a book of 
lasting beauty and content. Here speak 
poets like Bernard Kops and John 
Arden; Paul Potts and Adrian Mitchell. 
If the subtitle (Poetry of the “ Under- 
ground”) means anything it must be 
that so few of these poets have been 
in print nationally before. 


Certainly, most are not unknown to those 
who have travelled to poetry readings 
and pop festivals. Many publish and edit 
their own magazines. Others print their 
poems in pamphlets and sell them as 
they journey around these islands. Their 
common link is perhaps their desire to 
Read their poems to people; to write 
down their poems from the mind's 
imagination with little attempt to bind 


these visions into strict artificial form. 
Rather the poem creates its own form 
naturally. The ideas are all important. 
The source of the poem! 


Michael Horowitz in his Afterwords 
describes the manner in which poetry 
for so long was under a strangiehold 
of Group, Movement and Academy. The 
gradual, personal awakening through the 
words of William Blake; the formation 
of his New Departures magazine and 
Live-New-Departures Poet Musicians on 
the road: 


“ Heard the true voice of feeling from 
Kenneth Patchen’s Journal Of Albion 
Moonlight and Sleepers Awake and 
poem-recordings . . . and beheld .the 
unfettered insurrection of Ginsberg 
and Corso through unblinkered eyes— 
wild flowers growing straight up—to 
shame the same different pressed 
leaves and old mown grass blades: a 
green and pleasant land again, sudden- 
ly, in sight of these young men of the 
new age who put poetry before all 
else.” 


I always find in schools particularly, that 
poets as diverse as Charles Causley; 
Lawrence Ferlinghetti; D. H. Lawrence; 
Alex Comfort; Leonard Cohen; Walter 
Raleigh; Shelley; Blake; Bob Dylan and 
Adrian Mitchell; all were listened to and 
variously enjoyed. 


Now there is the interest in public 
poetry there should be many many more 
books of poets’ as young or unpublished 
as some of those included in Children 
Of Albion. 


In the present schoolteacher crisis I 
would have hoped to find more poets; 
more artists and creative scientists, of 


every sort, working in schools... talking 
and reading .. . giving their skills and 
insights to young people and relieving 
the hard pressed profession. I usually 
spend a day in a school, when really a 
week is needed simply in order to break 
down the barriers of unfamiliarity. 


Although in one Leicestershire School I 
did this (Hamilton High School) and 
found a wealth of poetry coming from 
young school-students. However, officially, 
Leicestershire Education Committee has 
been the only authority to have taken 
sufficient interest and initiative to invite 
me to tour some of their schools. 


Mirrors of Demand 


With the growing numbers of poets and 
their locally based magazines—like 
Fever from Leicester; Taunt from 
Taunton;Poetsdoos from St. Albans and 
Poetsmeat from Blackburn—there is the 
real possibility that our educational 
chiefs may yet be adventurous enough to 
welcome these editors into educational 
establishments and institutions. Though 
as Christopher Logue noted in an article 
recently, commenting on the entomb- 
ment of poetry in most schools: 


“One might try teaching recent poetry 
first; should interest be generated, its 
escalation to the poetry of other times 
may follow. But you must bear in 
mind that 90% of good new verse 
speaks of disobedience, sexuality, 
revolution, new values, and other in- 
fectious notions, the avoidance of 
which, has of course, absolutely noth- 
ing whatever to do with the set-book 
setters’ devotion to harmless pastoral 
burburlings.” (The Times Saturday 
Review.) 


Poetry is beginning to lose its irrelev- 
ance and becoming in Voznesensky’s 
words “the replacement of religion”. 
And in Logue’s words: 


“ Not enough for me 

that my poems shine in your eye 

not enough for me 

that they look from your walls 

or lurk on your shelves 

I want my poems to be in your mind 
. 80 you can say them when you are in 

love 
so you can say them when the plane 
takes off, 

and death comes near.” 
Poets are becoming threats to national 
gross product and the  blindman’s 
obedient steps towards the cliff-edge. 
Poets are becoming mirrors of popular 
demands and needs of the spirit. Politi- 
cians of anarchy and pacifism. Priests 
of no church and no frontier. Poets who 
sing! 
Footnotes: 
Children Of Albion. Penguin. 382p. 10s. 
New Numbers by Christopher Logue. 
Cape. 12s. 


Three groups of poets who travel all 
over the land giving readings in schools; 
colleges of education; universities and 
youth clubs; pubs; cafes; festivals ete. 
Poetry-In-Motion, 37 Salisbury Road, 
Barnet, Herts. 


Guttersnipe Poets, Six Chimneys, 
Bolenowe, Treon, Camborne, Cornwall. 
Poetsdoos/jazz and or poetry/5 Manor 
Road, St. Albans. 


For further information contact Dennis 
Gould, Six Chimneys, Bolenowe, Troon, 
Camborne, Cornwall. 


Gandhi and the Buddhists 


Vo Van Ai 
Liberating 
Men from the 


Prison of 
Ambition 


We cannot remember Gandhi if we do 
not try to question again the Nonviolent 
Revolution. What has Gandhi done 
already? What should we do to continue 
and realise his work? These are ques- 
tions that we can answer only by action. 


It was Gandhi, and no one else, who 
realised a cultural revolution in this 
century—a revolution which did not just 
mobilize men for social projects, but 
which changed their way of thinking. 


Revolutionaries must often accept 
massacre and trouble in one period if 
they are to change an unjust regime. 
Gandhi’s revolution economized consider- 
ably on bloodshed when compared with 
the French Revolution of 1789 or the 
October Revolution in Russia. But what 
is more important is that Gandhi’s 
cultural revolution brought the human 
spirit a great step forward, because it 
was an integral revolution, rather than 
a movement seeking only economic and 
social changes. 


If we don’t think prudently and plan on 
a large scale, our movement will be 
subject to serious dangers: (1) if our 
efforts remain scattered and unco-ordin- 
ated, and are passive before social 
injustice and violence, it will seem to 
many that the movement is only a nega- 
tive one, simply a movement opposing 
violence, but incapable of changing man’s 
condition; (2) Because of the lack of 
awareness, perseverance, and energy for 
struggle in the international nonviolent 
revolutionary tradition, there are some 
groups—so-called nonviolent—which are 
frustrated and have joined the side of 
violence. 

In the face of violence we sometimes 
react unwisely, because we are under- 
developed in our nonviolent awareness. 
In such cases we forget to ask ourselves 
important and guiding questions: How 
should we act in order to carry on the 
tradition of nonviolent revolution? How 
would the Buddha have acted today? 
How would Jesus Christ have acted 
today? How would Gandhi have acted 
today? 


Respect for Life 


Today the reality of violence in Vietnam, 
in Biafra, in the Middle East, in 
Czechslovakia, etc., stand as questions to 
the international nonviolent movement 
and offer to us opportunities for action. 
How must we respond to these situations 
in accordance with the spirit of non- 
violent revolution? If we cannot have 
action in accordance with the spirit of 
nonviolence, please let us not use—and 
abuse— the name of nonviolence, which 
is basic respect for Life. 

In answer to the violence fn Vietnam, 
those engaged in the nonviolent struggle 
there developed several methods of 
action: 


Placing their bodies and their family 
altars (the central symbol of spiritual 
force in Vietnam) in the street before 
advancing tanks. 


Desertion from the army. (This is the 
Vietnamese method of expressing the 
position of conscientious objection, 
since the only law in Vietnam is 
military law.) 

Demonstrations, fasts, prayers, poetry, 
songs, etc. protesting the war. 


Self-immolations: three, Ven. Thich 
Quang Duc, June 1963; a student, 
Nhat Chi Mai, in May 1967; a soldier, 
Vo Van Be, in June 1969, are exem- 
plary of the fifty people who have 
immolated themselves, and in so doing 
moved and awakened Vietnamese 
awareness. 


Developing a Plan 


If now we do not develop a plan which 
will contribute directly or indirectly to 
the success of the nonviolent revolution 
in Vietnam or in the rest of the Third 
World, the international movement for 
nonviolent revolution will be defeated 
both theoretically and practically before 
those who serve the gun. It will not 
succeed in changing men’s ways of 
thinking, and so will betray the great 
cultural revolution of Gandhi. 


Gandhi did not just leave us his revolu- 
tion. He left us a duty, to extend the 
cultural revolution, the revolution of 
thinking into its next phase; to bring 
order to the industrial and technical 
civilisation which is in such a crisis of 
alienation, and to liberate men from 
their prisons of ambition and hatred, not 
just to liberate them from one imperia- 
list in “order that they might serve 
another. 


This is a big job. But if we do not 
consciously work to realize this revolu- 
tion, unconsciously or nonviolent revolu- 
tionary organization will be transformed 


HO CHI MINH MEDICAL AID MEMORIAL FUND 


The Medical Aid Committee for Vietnam has opened a special memorial fund for 
those who would like to honour the memory of President Ho Chi Minh by offering 
a gift to bring aid to his people, for whose independence, peace and happiness he 
devoted his life. All who would like to be associated with this gesture of sympathy 
and support for the Vietnamese people are asked to send donations, marked “‘ Ho 
Chi Minh Medical Aid Memorial Fund ”, to M.A.C.V., P.O. Box 100, 36 Wellington 
Street, London WC2. A special consignment of Medical Aid will be sent in the 


name of all the subscribers. 


into passive imperialist organisation, 
because we refuse the challenge ° of 
creativity and awareness of revolution. 


The second question to which I would 
like to address myself is that of liberated 
nationalism. All the actions which aim 
at serving, man in a country aim also at 
serving humanity. I conceive of liberated 
nationalism as the Mekong River. It 
fertilized the lands of Tibet, Laos, 
Cambodia, and Vietnam while at the 
same time it brought large quantities of 
water to the sea. 


In Vietnam nonviolent movements, and 
specifically the Buddhists, aim at serving 
man. It’s for this reason that their aim 
is not power. They know that once one 
has arrived at power one %ecomes con- 
servative, defensive, and imusbile. Con- 
scious of this danger, they sight along 
with the people and educate them so 
that they will be able to say yes or no to 
good or bad governments. 


I think that a revolutionary nonviolent 
movement is eternally in opposition to 
power depending on the degree of back- 
wardness of that power. We have seen 
more than one case in the course of 
history when it was the people, and 
not several leaders, who led the country 
towards its glorious destiny. 

However, we do not simply remain in 
the stance of passive opposition which 
carries with it the character of sterility. 
We must commit ourselves to a social 
revolution. 


Rural Cadres 


In Vietnam the Buddhist nonviolent 
movements began this work in 

when they founded the School of Youth 
for Social Service. The school forms 
rural cadres to help the peasants recon- 
struct their villages and develop their 
communal life on economic, social, 
sanitary and educational levels; in short, 
realize a nonviolent social revolution. 
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Boats gliding along the Perfume River, 
near Hue, Vietnam, as clouds from 
napalm air strikes rise into the sky. 


Unfortunately, this work meets with 
great obstacles because of the war, the 
general mobilisation, and the oppression 
carried on by the Saigon governments. 


Thousands of people have signed up for 
the school but because of the lack of 
finances we were able to accept only 
250 candidates among which 200 social 
workers left the school after two years 
of training. {n these last few years these 
200 social workers had to devote their 
efforts towards aiding victims of the war, 
and they are mobilising in this work the 
Movement of Young Buddhists, which 
has 70,000 members. 


Preparing for Peace 


Should peace be established in the near 
future, social nonviolent movements will 
find themselves confronting a new situa- 
tion: the post-war problem, reconstruc- 
tion, agrarian reform, etc. One of the 
projects which the school is preparing 
by an accelerated session is the formula- 
tion of 5,000 rural cadres to deal with 
the new situation. 


Of course, it is dangerous to speak of 
the post-war problem, because we give 
people the impression that the war is 
over, while in fact peasants continue to 
be killed in South Vietnam. However, it 
is wise to begin now to prepare, while. 
maintaining vigilantly the pressure 
ka ald we exert on the American govern- 
ment. 


The question which I would like to ask 
you now is what role the nonviolent 
revolutionary movement, religious or 
humanist movements, will play in post- 
war Vietnam. 


It is time for us to show our ability to 
change the spirit of conflict today to a 
spirit of compassion, tolerance, and 
co-operation, our ability to change radi- 
cally the conditions of injustice, in- 
humanity, and misery in which three 
quarters of humanity is actually living. 


I leave you to answer to Vietnam and to 
the Third World. 


Vo Van Ai was born in Central Vietnam 
in 1938. With others, he founded the 
Overseas Vietnamese Buddhist Associa- 
tion in 1963. He delivered the above 
address at the WRI Haverford Con- 
ference last August. 
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Can civil war be averted 
in Northern Ireland? 


Bob Overy writes: It may be that civil 
war has started already in Northern 
Treland. 

There’s every likelihood that attacks 
and intimidation on Roman Catholics 
from extremist Protestant groups will 
increase in the next few weeks and 
months. Moreover, behind their barri- 
eades it is certain that many Catholics 
now have guns, where in August they 
were virtuaily defenceless. 


Citizens Defence Committees on the 
Catholic side: will now rely again on 
self-defence measures rather than the 
protective role of British troops—who 
are armed but have orders not to fire 
—following the significant failure last 
Sunday of troops on the Belfast “peace 
line” near Coates Street to prevent five 
houses in the street being destroyed by 
men from the Protestant side who had 
ignored the soldiers’ efforts to stop 
them. 


When I was in Belfast a week ago, the 
last of the really big barricades at 
Leeson Street and Cupar Street were 
coming down—though many remained 
with the apparent blessing of the troops 
on side streets—but now they are going 
up again. It is likely that the division 
in Belfast of working-class areas, physi- 
eally very close to each other, will 
continue for a long time. 


Shankill sympathy 


One of the most important—and in the 
light of subsequent events, distressing 
—things that I learned from a man who 
lives on the (Protestant) Shankill Road 
is that prior to July and August there 
was sympathy and even interest on the 
Shankill for the arguments of people 
“on the other side” like Bernadette 
Devlin: though now opinion has com- 
pletely changed. 


It was in July and August that the 
Orange Order showed its strength in the 
traditional ebullient parades of Protes- 
tant citizenry across the province. This 
set off the UDI in Derry’s Bogside— 
which destroyed what support people on 
the Shankill Road had for the idea of 
the People’s Democracy, that religious 
differences are irrelevant and_ that 
Protestant and Catholic working-classes 
should unite to fight the Unionist 
system. 


A week ago, the Shankill area was look- 
ing like nothing English people have 
seen since the Coronation—with red- 
white-and-blue bunting criss-crossing the 
narrow streets, Union Jacks flying from 
most houses, lamp-posts and even paving 
stones painted red-white-and-blue, with 
slogans painted on the walls (“ Shankill 
rules the Falls”, “God Bless Paisley”, 
“Burn out the Fenians”, “No Pope 
Here”, “Army out, RUC in”, “No 
surrucking fender”), with wall-posters 
put up by Paisley’s Ulster Constitution 
Defence Committee calling on people to 


join the Unionist Party and boycott 
goods from Eire, and with pictures of 
Paisley or the Queen displayed to 
passers by in the street in almost every 
window. 


One Protestant sympathetic to the civil 
rights movement, whom I asked about 
this display, said that it was in celebra- 
tion of the Protestant “victory” in the 
streets on August 14 and 15 when, of 
220 houses so badly damaged in Belfast 
that they had to be destroyed, nearly 
210 were Roman Catholic homes. 


There are well-authenticated reports that 
on August 15, when almost the whole 
of Bombay Street in Belfast was razed 
by a Protestant mob, efforts earlier in 
the day had been made to form a peace 
committee manned jointly by Protestants 
and Catholics in this area which links 
Shankill and the Falls. 


A Protestant clergyman, however, who 
had organised a meeting to try to put 
this idea to his people, found the meet- 
ing taken over by right-wingers, includ- 
ing a Unionist MP, who persuaded the 
people to attack Bombay Street im- 
mediately with petrol bombs under 
cover from sniper fire. 


I understand that British troops already 
in the area, but under orders not to use 
their weapons, fled, leaving one of their 
number wounded, who was later taken 
to the nearby Catholic monastery, and 
that the advance of the mob was held 
off only by two IRA gunmen, one of 
whom was killed by an RUC armoured 
car machine-gunner, and the other 
severely wounded. 


Both the dead man and the injured man 
were later taken secretly over the 
border to the South, and the incident 
does not figure in official ‘statistics. Most 
of these facts are in carefully researched 
material being presented by an inde- 
pendent group to the Scarman Tribunal, 
at present taking evidence on the July 
and August events—and there are 
several other tales of unrecorded deaths, 
like the Protestant sniper incinerated 
when Falls Road Catholics fired the 
factory he was using as a vantage point. 


‘Army out, RUC in’ 


Now William Craig, the former Minister 
of Home Affairs and front-runner for 
the Unionist right-wing, has demanded 
the immediate dismantling of the Army 
“peace line” and for a joint force of 
police and troops to patrol all trouble 
areas. 


Whatever truth there was in allegations 
made by the civil rights movement, he 
said in a speech in Belfast on Sunday, 
it seemed that reforms had been won 
by rioting, “when it should be made 
perfectly clear that this society is not 
going to tolerate such action.” 


Such incidents would recur so long as 
the peace fence remained and the police 
were denied access to Catholic areas to 


apprehend trouble-makers. “The Army 
instead of coming to the aid of the 
hard-pressed police contributed towards 
the discrediting and lack of authority 
of the police.” 


As for the suspension of the Constitution 
“that is one thing that is not possible 
and will not be accepted by us.” “We 
do not want to have to emulate the 
example of those who signed the Coven- 
ant in 1912. Let it be clear that, if 
necessary, we will.’ (Standing ovation 
from his audience of 2,000.) ‘‘ We could 
muster the same number of men as 
we did in 1912.” 


Against Paisleyism 


Several: supporters of the civil rights 
movement that I talked with are now 
asking themselves whether they have 
been responsible for the escalation of 
tension fo the point where sectarian 
violence between the two sections of 
the population was inevitable, leading 
fatally into civil war. 


While such speculation is bound to be 
debilitating as well as inconclusive, it is 
my belief that the drift to violence was 
inevitable once the civil rights move- 
ment accepted the “easy option” of 
confronting the Unionist system in 
“power” terms, that is, by forcing the 
British government to impose reforms 
on Unionism. 


The more difficult course—which has 
had to be abandoned with the rush to 
get reforms through now, as symbolised 
in the revolt of Catholic “Free Derry ” 
—was fo confront the prejudice of 
Protestants and meet their arguments 
and fears, so as to undermine Unionism 
more securely from below. 


If people who accept this analysis are 
not to fall into the utmost gloom and 
apathy—or alternatively take another 
“easy option” and adopt the left 
analysis that the Protestant opposition 
is a classically fascist reaction which has 
to be physically smashed—then I think 
it must be recognised that the civil 
rights movement as such is finished, but 
that radical political work between 
parallel groups in the separate sections 
of the community is still a possibility. 


In the Protestant section, there is at 
present a vacuum—with no counter-pole 
to Paisleyism at the grass-roots level, 
where the New Ulster Movement, to 
which O’Neill Unionists have directed 
their support, has made no attempt to 
canvass support, let alone organise. 


I was told by one senior member of 
NUM that they were afraid to put leaflets 
through people’s doors lest such un- 
solicited propaganda should invite 
Paisleyite attacks on the homes of 
people found innocently with NUM liter- 
ature in their possession. NUM sends its 
matérial only to those people who write 
asking for it. 


The Peace Committees established in 


Is this Malaysia’s Gandhi? 


Some 300 doughty Malays on September 
28 still refused to budge from a patch 
of state-owned jungle which illegally 
but energetically they have been clear- 
ing for the past month in Malaysia’s 
latest help-yourself land distribution 
scheme. 


Yesterday, as before, they watched as 
the Government again tried to force 
them to move. Their simple huts were 
destroyed—for the third time, they 
said—their remaining possessions were 
seized and a company of armed para- 
military police, enforcing a 24-hour 
curfew, moved to stop the men rebuild- 
ing as rain fell. 

Evidently unnerved, the authorities 
appear now to shrink from mass arrests, 
for fear of causing a tumult among 
Malays. 

A visit yesterday to these people, some 
60 miles north-west of the capital, made 
the issue clear. “We are going to stay 
even if we have to starve; all’ we want 


is land”, a young man tells me. He is 
off to find food to take back into the 
forbidden area after nightfall. 


The police politely but firmly enforce 
their orders to keep out the press. But 
soon, out of the adjacent half-cleared, 
half-fertile groves, rich banana and 
tapioca, appear people ready to speak 
of their determination not to give in and 
to break the curfew once night falls. 


They still have hidden tools, hidden 
bicycles and motorcycles. The police, 
many themselves from the peasantry, 
appear uneasy. 


Everyone knows he is breaking the law 
but all have become impatient with due 
process of law. Nearly all of the 1,500 
who started out on this venture, the 
members of the group say, have vainly 
applied for land for years. This year a 
collective application was filed on their 
behalf. When it was again turned down, 
they acted. 


What has particularly irritated both the 


federal and Selangor state Governments 
is that this group is led by Mr Hamid 
Tuah. Thousands throughout Malaysia 
are squatting illegally and are left 
mostly undisturbed, but Mr Hamid Tuah 
has only to become associated with 
defiance and the Government hastens to 
act. 


Again at this outbreak he was taken into 
preventive detention without trial, 
allegedly as a menace to public security, 
for the third time since 1960. 


Described by those now resisting as 
their “leader”, who counsels hard work 
in their share of ‘“God’s land”, non- 
violence and organisation, he stands 
accused by civil servants—for no charge 
has been brought—of defaulting on his 
own land payments. Members of his 
family deny this charge. 


His daughter, Miss Siti Nor Hamid, 
firmly states that he has no political 
intentions——From The Times. 


several areas have brought Protestants 
and Catholics together in peace patrols. 
In East Belfast, 12,000 people signed a 
“Peace Pledge”: 


“We the undersigned hereby promise: 

1. To work for peace and harmony 
in our community. 

2. To protect our neighbours against 
intimidation. 

3. To settle any differences by peace- 
ful means.” 


This has been very important as far as 
it goes in preventing serious trouble, 
particularly in the dockyard area of East 
Belfast where the Ballymacarrett leaflet 
“Peace News” was distributed. 


However, such committees are scared 
of grasping the nettle of the rights and 
wrongs in the present conflict, of really 
fighting sectarianism, and there is a 
great need to develop from an uneasy 
peace based on self-interest to a peace 
based in justice and an understanding 
of the roots of sectarian bitterness. 


My hope is that Queens University, 
which last year produced the People’s 
Democracy and transformed for a while 
people’s concepts of what the civil rights 
struggle could mean, can in the new 
session produce students willing to 
“ drop-out” and go to work full-time as 
community organisers, as SNCC and 
SDS in America once did. 


A new 
East End 
squat 
begins 


Kevin McGrath writes: Squatting may 
be a dirty word in comfortable neigh- 
bourhoods and in Fleet Street after the 
ructions of the past few weeks in the 
West End, but down in Tower Hamlets 
the latest squat by the East London 
Squatters is getting an encouraging 
reaction. 


Three families moved into -a largely 
vacant block of flats owned by Tower 
Hamlets Council last Saturday. On Tues- 
day, two more families moved in.‘ 
Between them they have 13 children, 
and one on the way. 


The flats, Arbour House, in Arbour 
Square, London Ei, are more or less 
next-door to the local police station, and 
there is also a magistrates court a few 
doors away. 


But the more important thing to know 
about the block is that, though nine of 
the flats are still occupied by council 
tenants, most of them have been vacant 
for up to 18 months. The council seems 
to be keeping the flats empty intentioh- 
ally, planning to renovate them and rent 
them out at a higher cost as soon as all 
the sitting tenants have moved. 


Meanwhile, there are families in Tower 
Hamlets living in conditions that make 
this kind of lackadaisical approach to 
the housing “problem intolerable. And 
some of these had come to the Campaign 
to Clear Hostels and Slums—the organis- 
ation which came out of the Redbridge 
squat—desperate for help . 


This was what decided the squatters to 
move at this time, rather than a desire 
to refurbish the image of squatting. In 
fact, without the immediate need for 
action to help one family in really 
extreme conditions, it is likely that 
people would have preferred to wait 
until the heat was off. 


The squatters have appealed to Tower 
Hamlets Council, one of the few still 
in Labour contro! in London, to remem- 
ber the Stepney tradition of George 
Lansbury, and of loyalty to the Labour 
movement etc. This could help restrain 
the council in enforcing any eviction 
order they obtain. So could the fact 
that there are no barricades. 

Since the squat has been in progress 
there have been many families coming 
and asking if they can be helped in find- 
ing somewhere to squat. 
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Nigeria stone-walls on negotations 


Roger Moody writes: No less than four 
times in three weeks since the Organisa- 
tion for African Unity summit con- 
ference in Addis Ababa, Federal 
spokesmen have contradicted themselves 
over peace talks. 


According to Tanzania’s Minister of State 
for External Affairs speaking in London 
last week, General Gowen promised on 
September 9 to come to a conference 
with Biafra “if Nyerere could give a 
guarantee of General Ojukwu’s sincerity 
and honesty ”’. 


This the Tanzanian president did. That 
evening, however, Chief Enahoro, 
Nigeria's chief negotiator, called a press 
conference to re-iterate that the Federal 
government ‘‘refused to separate the 
questions of hostilities and territorial 
integrity of Nigeria/Biafra”. The door 
to talks was effectively closed. 


Immediately after the OAU conference, 
as we mentioned last week, Gowon gave 
a vague assurance of “unconditional 


peace talks” at Addis Ababa airport. 
This was confirmed by the Lagos Daily 
Times on September 10. 
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Three days later, however, Chief 
Enahoro said that talks could only start 
in the context of one Nigeria. 


The “on-off” pattern was repeated 
again on September 16 and 17. President 
Albert Bongo of Gabon announced that 
Gowon had asked him to approach the 
Biafrans to get peace talks (presumably 
unconditional) started. The President 
described Gowon’s decision as “ coura- 
geous.”. The next day, Nigerian Radio 
dismissed the statement as “fraudulent” 
quoting official sources. 


In an interview with Thierry Desjardin 
of Le Figaro on September 18, General 
Gowon donned his pacific cap once 
more. During peace talks he said, all 
subjects could be open for negotiation, 
including the 12-State system, except 
the unity of Nigeria ”. 


This was very Significant. For, as 
Suzanne Cronje pointed out in an 
article in the Toronto Globe and Mail 
(September 19), “the dismemberment of 
Eastern Nigeria (into three States) was 
primarily designed to break the Ibos as 
a nation and secure their oil .. . The 
real obstacle in the way of a settlement 
is the Nigerian insistence that Biafra 
accept membership in a 12-state 
Nigerian Federation.” 


True to form, two days later Chief 
Enahoro said in Rome that “contacts 
(between Nigeria and Biafra) could 
only lead to the unity of Nigeria "— 
which appeared to ignore the key issue 
of the 12-state system. 


What is to be made of these statements? 
First, we have to distinguish between 
talks which will not succeed unless 
Nigeria’s ‘territorial integrity” is 
acknowledged at some point during dis- 
cussions by the Biafrans—and those 
which will not begin, unless Biafra gives 
a prior undertaking to recognise One 
Nigeria.- 

The Biafrans refuse to give such an 
undertaking until they know what 
guarantees of security Federal unity in- 
cludes. However, from Biafra’s point of 
view, negotiations could obviously begin 
around this very issue. 

Statements put out by Gowon, Enahoro, 


and Arikpo in the last three weeks refer 
to both types of negotiation, as well as 
to talks without preconditions, and the 
real Federal position is now less clear 
than it has ever been. 


While Gowon seems prepared even to 
discuss re-organisation of the twelve- 
State system (which might at least 
satisfy minority groups, such as the 
Ijaws in the mid-West and Rivers State, 
now separate, who want to be united) 
Enahoro seems bent on strong central 
control. 


When it comes to tactics, there is little 
doubt Enahoro would like a strong 
military putsch—aimed initially at Uli 
airstrip and the cutting-off of Biafran 
airlinks. General Gowon conscious of the 
danger of losing his prestige in Nigeria 
and the world (or even his head) by 


mounting military action with large-scale 
losses on both sides, is relying on the 
slow wearing down of the enemy. 


Seen in this light, it is in Enahoro’s 
interests to demonstrate that Ojukwu 
and his clique are unreasonable - men, 
who basically cannot be trusted to enter 
negotiations, and whose defeat will 
ultimately be seen as the saving of 
Nigeria. 

Gowon, on the other hand, has less faith 
in a united Nigeria (as a political device) 
—he himself came very near to declar- 
ing the secession of the north in 1966. 
He is more willing to envisage a middle- 
way (confederal) solution, provided 
General Ojukwu—who has overshadowed 
him in almost every diplomatic and 
military move—is removed and all sense 
of Biafran nationalism eradicated. 


HIGH COURT JUDGE 
BACKS APARTHEID 


Ian Dougall reports: Sir Reginald 
Payne, a: Judge of the Probate, Divorce 
and Admiralty Division of the High 
Court, and President of the Law Society 
is loud in his praises for the South 
African government, their policy of 
apartheid, and the implementation of 
ia BOSS (Bureau of State Security) 
et. 


In an interview reported by several 
South African papers on his return to 
London early in September after a three 
week trip to South Africa, Swaziland 
and Zambia, Judge Payne said that he 
was genuinely impressed with what the 
South African government was doing for 
its non-white population. 


He also felt that there was no need for 
gloom over the introduction of the 
General Law Amendment Bill, which 
gives the new Bureau of State Security 
carte blanche to interfere with the pro- 
cesses of law. 


AIRFORCE EXPERT EXPLODES US BOMBING CLAIMS 


Vietnam oversell and overkill 


Thomas de Baggio reports: The public 
has been fed “at worst false and at best 
exaggerated” accounts of the bombing 
of North Vietnam, according to a US 
Air Force intelligence officer. 


“No one, except the North Vietnamese 
themselves, knows just how much the 
Air Force’s claims differed from reality”, 
the officer maintains. “ Based on what I 
saw in my little corner of the air war, 
the actual destruction was often less than 
half what the Air Force claimed.” 


The comments by the military intelli- 
gence expert are made in an article in 
the current issue of Washington Monthly, 
a magazine published in Washington, 
D.C. The article is bylined “ Ariel i. 
identified as a pseudonym “for an Air 
Force intelligence officer who was award- 
ed a Bronze Star in Vietnam ”, 


The bundle of disclosures is tied with a 
warning of the dangers and “continuing 
hazards as long as the Pentagon’s civilian 
leadership, the Congress and the public 
rely on the military’s self-serving 
intelligence system ”. 


Exposed in a blunt confessional language 
is one of the touchstones of the deathly 
and ruinous escalation that has whipped 
the conflict. 

“The Air Force exists only to fight in 
the air or to bomb”, he writes with the 
brass of an insider. ‘‘ The Air Force had 
to have the bombing of the North—it 
was the only real Air Force show in 
the Vietnam war. The career men around 
me felt keenly that their service was at 
a disadvantage in the war’s inter-service 
rivalries. The war in the South was an 
Army and Marine Corps show, with the 
Air Force supplying important, but little 
publicized, air support.” 


He adds: “Without the bombing, the Air 
Force could hope for little publicity and 
glory—which would mean smaller appro- 
priations and perhaps less attention to 
Air Force desires. To criticize the bomb- 


ing claims meant, therefore, to hurt 
your own organisation and to benefit its 
rivals. Stopping the bombing could be 
seen as a failure for the Air Force.” 


The officer discounts conspiracy theories 
which see the military engaged in an 
effort to “inflate the numbers of trucks 
and bridges that supposedly had been 
destroyed by American bombs.” But 
there were important forces at work— 
and they were every bit as devious and 
deceitful as a conscious conspiracy: the 
effect was similar. 


“The Air Force had, its photo 
intelligence techniques, remarkably 
accurate methods of measuring bomb 
destruction ”, the tactical reconnaissance 
expert continues. “Those techniques 
were put to full use in Vietnam and yet 
the information they revealed was con- 
sistently played down in favour of the far 
less accurate pilots’ reports, resulting in 
a grossly false picture of the military 
effects of the bombing.” 


This faulty information went up and 
down the chain of command, according 
to the officer, influencing generals as 
well as journalists. However, the system 
which created the double bookkeeping 
was the outgrowth of a deeper malaise. 
Silence and an unquestioning glazed eye 
were the hallmarks of something more 
dangerous. 


“One day a target would be reported 
destroyed and a day or two later we 
were bombing it again,” writes “ Ariel ”. 
““A typical example was a three-span 
bridge we bombed three times in six 
days. The first time we reportedly 
destroyed two spans, the second time all 
three spans, and on the third strike two 
more spans... . But no one said a word, 
much less questioned our claim, and the 
bridge remained 233% destroyed.” 


The promotion system within the 
services tends to create a zipper-mouthed 
conformity, according to “ Ariel”. The 
fear of bad news echoing a personal 


in 


failure and a career setback is at times 
paramount especially when one’s 
superior has the power to make or break 
a career through a comment on an evalu- 
ation report. 


Such pressure led to wild scrambles for 
North Vietnam targets—military or any 
other that could be rationalised as 
military. 

“By the time the order gets to the 
working level—that is to the men who 
will actually scan the films of the North 
for possible targets—it has changed 
from a stated desire to know about 
more potential targets to a hardnosed 
command to nominate ‘75 targets’ 
within a couple of days,” the intelligence 
officer explains. 


“Once when this happened, one of the 
men told an officer that they had been 
unable to find anything of military signi- 
ficance, that they only saw a few villages. 
The officer retorted: ‘I think you’d 
better scan‘ the film again for those 
suspected possible military storage areas.’ 
Although the order was not explicit, the 
implication was clear: use a euphemism 
but produce. the target.” 


The officer recalls that he often found 
himself wondering what Washington 
policy-makers believed—did they have a 
“»rivate discount ” to apply to the bomb- 
ing statistics? Or were they as confused 
by the vicious cycle of contradictory 
reports as was the rest of the civilian 
population? 


After reading 475 public statements on 
the bombing by Lyndon Johnson, Dean 
Rusk and Robert McNamara, “ Ariel” 
counted “30 separate,though often over- 
lapping and even contradictory, justifica- 
tions for the bombing of the North ”. 


This is not necessarily an accurate gauge 
to private thoughts, he notes, but it does 
say something about the relationship 
between public and leader in a demo- 
cracy ripped by crisis. 


He had had discussions with “ respon- 
Sible lawyers” and found that the feel- 
ing was that although such powers taken 
by the state were unwelcome, the 
lawyers were prepared to let the state 
be the judge as to how necéssary such 
powers were. Judge Payne added: 


“Tf the state thought the interests of 
security required that it should have 
such provisions, I as a lawyer would 
most certainly agree to this.” 


Judge Payne was asked whether the 
South African legal profession could 
reasonably be asked to work under the 
present structure, which included such 
provisions as the 180-day detention 
clause and the BOSS Bill, and also 
whether the next step towards the 
abolition of the rule of law would be 
secret trials (as suggested by John 
May, a South African QC) so that the 
judiciary would be powerless to act 
against tyranny. 

He replied: “The legal profession can 
operate quite happily within this legal 
structure and there were no signs of 
alarm on the part of the responsible 
people to whom I spoke,” 


“ Against the background of the Govern- 
ment having overwhelming support, and 
against the assurances given to respon- 
sible lawyers by the Deputy Minister 
of Justice that these provisions will not 
be misused, it would not be right to say 
that this Bill is causing widespread 
apprehension for the sort of reason 
Mr May has given.” 


In Zambia, where he also visited, Judge 
Payne said he had met some ‘“ most 
impressive” men, but had come to the 
conclusion that there were some people 
who were “trying to run before they 
could walk”. After seeing Zambia, he 
agreed with the South African govern- 
ment policy. : . 
Judge Payne said that he intended to 
right, where he could, wrong impressions 
that were held about South Africa here, 
and would repeat these views in a BBC 
Radio interview. He was, he _ said, 
“agreeably surprised to find that the 
Black population in the Republic are 
apparently happy and contented. There 
didn’t seem to be anything wrong with 
zones for different races in the cities ”. 


“I thought that the people—both Black 
and White—were contented with these 
arrangements. It causes hardship here 
and there, but we cause hardship by 
telling a shopkeeper he is in the wrong 
position under new planning and has 
got to be moved.” 


Judge Payne was no doubt expressing 
personal views when he made these 
remarks, and perhaps only those who 
believe British Justice to be above 
serious criticism will find them surpris- 
ing. But the South African Daily News, 
Johannesburg Star and other papers 
have made full use of his position as 
High Court Judge and the Law Society 
President to add maximum weight to his 
own personal apologia for fascism. 


As far as I know, no complaints have 
been made about Judge Payne’s state- 
ments by the legal profession, probably 
because they have not received much 
publicity in this country. It would be 
interesting to know how many lawyers 
share Judge Payne’s views. 
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south Africa's 
‘Living Dead’ 


John Balthazar Vorster’s apartheid 
regime has many ways of punishing its 
opponents. It bans them, puts them 
under house arrest, keeps them in soli- 
tary cells for as long as it pleases, and 
incarcerates them on South Africa’s 
black Alcatraz, Robben Island. 


But of all the punishments, few are as 
cruel and destructive to human dignity 
as BANISHMENT. Banishment to South 
Africa’s own “ Siberias ” Black 
Belsens. 


Little is known, either inside or outside 
South Africa, about the banished people. 
They are whisked away from their home 
—often without time to tell their fami- 
lies—transported to some desolate spot, 
and forgotten. Sometimes, as they leave 
jail after having served a sentence for 
some political offence, they are im- 
mediately sent to remote rural areas, to 
prevent them from meeting and com- 
municating with the outside world. Few 
people hear of them, and fewer still ever 
see them. 


The official recognition of their existence 
is a list of names which passes unobstru- 
sively through the all-white houses of 
parliament, every year. The regime 
banishes in terms of an old law, the 
Native Administration Act, 1927, which 
empowers it, wherever it “deems it 
necessary and expedient in the general 
public interest” to order the removal 
from one place to another of any tribe, 
portion of tribe or individual from any 
one place to any other place. 

No trial is necessary and no appeal and 
no time limit set. Banishment can stretch 
into eternity. Before 1948—before the 
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present regime came into power—this 
power was used on rare occasions to 
banish individual Africans. After 1948, 
however, this power was used frequently. 
The “living dead” as they become in 
exile, must simply await the govern- 
ment’s pleasure. Some have waited and 
rotted in loneliness and deprivation for 
more than 15 years. Some have died 
waiting. 


Since 1950, about 133 African men and 
women have been banished. Some 55 
have been released during the years, 11 
have died and another two shortly after 
arriving home, 12 escaped and today 
according to government figures, 26 are 
still in banishment. 


Vorster’s Belsens 


In addition to these banishments, 
another 17 Africans have been banished 
by tribal chiefs in terms of emergency 
powers under Proclamation 400 of 1960. 
The victims are paid £1 on banishment 
and £4 to £6 a month for such work as 
may have been provided. If no employ- 
ment was available, and in the remote 
areas to which they are sent, it isn’t 
often available, they are given ten 
shillings a month allowance and 30 
shillings for monthly rations with which 
to fend off starvation. And even this 
amount is sometimes “forgotten” by 
the regime. Few of them are able to 
pay for their families to join them. 
Women and children who are left behind 
must often survive on what they can 
eg. 

One of the worst Belsens is Frenchdale, 
in the Cape. Here 12 black concrete huts 
are fenced off in an area about two city 
blocks in size. It houses seven banished. 
There are no trees in this scrubland. 
The nearest water is three quarters of 
a mile from the actual camp. The nearest 
shop is 12 miles away and once a month 
the “living dead” must walk there and 
back again to get their meagre provi- 
sions. 


The huts have no lavatories, no baths or 
basins, no electricity. Two men have a 
small paraffin stove, the rest cook on 
open fires. They are allowed to collect 
their wood from only one particular spot 
on this government farm—about tw 
miles from the huts. ' 


If there is any sickness in the camp, 
and there often is, one of the banished 
must walk the 12 miles to the shop to 
put through a telephone call to a district 


Piet Mokoena in his hut at Frenchdale camp. He has been “in banishment” for 
10 years. His hut is the “ best furnished ” in the camp. The floor is spread with 


goatskins from his small herd. 


surgeon in the nearest town. And there 
is no guarantee that the doctor will 
come. 


David Mabe, one of the men who died in 
banishment, was ill for weeks before 
his death in 1958. A doctor only arrived 
after he had died. A pregnant woman 
visiting her husband had to go through 
the ordeal of a premature birth alone, 
because the doctor arrived too late to 
help her. 


Next to boredom and loneliness, hunger 
is the banished person’s greatest foe. 
The general diet in the camp, for in- 
stance, is plain dry mielie porridge-half 
a bag of meal from the shop takes a 
£1 5s slice out of the £2 allowance. Milk 
is sometimes given by the two sympa- 
thetic families who live nearby. The soil 
is barren making it impossible or difficult 
for the banished to plant any vegetables 
or fruit. 


Maintaining Democracy 


Many of the banished loose all touch 
with their families from whom they are 
torn. Morris Ranoto lived a recluse’s life 
in a shack in the hillside country for 
six years without seeing his family. They 
finally saw him—when his body was 
returned to his wife and children a 
month after his death in 1959. 


Mr Paulus Mopeli was not only elderly 
but in bad health. He was kept in exile 
for more than 15 years, the last ten on 
the edge of the Kalahari Desert. 


Frans Ramara, another of the eleven 
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who have died, was banished in 1954. 
But it wasn’t until 1957 that his family 
learnt where he had been, and then it 
was only because they were informed 
that he had died of “natural causes” 
in banishment. 


William Sekhukhune, over 80 years old, 
has pleaded for years for his wife to be 
sent to him, but has been told he would 
have to pay her fare—and Mr Sekhuk- 
hune, despite his age and failing health, 
works on a government farm for as little 
as £3. 


Most of the banished are from the tribal 
areas who had opposed the apartheid 
regime’s policy in these areas. However 
a few of them were urban political 
leaders. 


The best known is Zeph Mothopeng, a 
leader of the banned Pan Africanist 
Congress of South Africa. After serving 
a sentence for defying the, pass laws in 
1959 he was subsequently detained and 
tortured by the Security police. His 
evidence of torture and police brutality 
shocked the complacent whites in South 
Africa. Today he is one of the “living 
dead” banished to a remote area in the 
Cape Province. 


According to one of the South African 
cabinet ministers, banishment is the 
only way to maintain “democracy” in 
South Africa. Yet this is the country 
where British, USA, French and West 
German investment reaches over £2,000 
million. 


HIROSHIMA SPONSORED WALK 


August 6 this year marked the 24th anni- 
versary of a_ scientific event whose 
repetition would be as tragic for man- 
kind’s future as the ultimate rewards of 
the moon landing may be salutary. 
Among the estimated hundred thousand 
survivors of the Hiroshima bomb are a 
large number of ailing, aging and nea 

destitute people. : 


Essential help is being given them 
through Hiroshima House, a centre in 
the once devastated city maintained by 
people of all nationalities concerned for 
the survivors’ welfare. This type of help, 
offered by no other government or 
private agency, was formerly channelled 
ee the Hiroshima Families Appeal 
und. 


We urge you to support the Hiroshima 
Sponsored Walk organised by London 
Region CND on Saturday 11th October. 
You can make a contribution by walking 
yourself or by sponsoring another person 
to walk. The proceeds of the walk will 
be split between CND and the Hiroshima 
House, whose share will be used without 
deduction for the relief of suffering in 
Hiroshima. 


JOHN RETY/BOOKS 


Picture of 
Aubrey Field 


By the Waters of Whitechapel by 
Bernard Kops. (Bodley Head, price 30s.) 


Bernard Kop’s new book is comparable 
to many books: Oscar Wilde’s “ Picture 
of Dorian Gray” from the past, and 
works by Paul Abelman, R. D. Laing 
and others. This is not to say that Kop’s 
book is derived from any of these, but 
that it comes from the same anxieties 
and possibilities that worried or fascinat- 
ed these authors. 


There is another strand which is, to my 
mind, a superimposition, that of the 
genre writers, Sholem Asch for example. 
This means that Kops unwisely sets 
his novel in a Jewish milieu which could 
limit his audience. It also means that 
Jews may think Aubrey’s predicament 
unfairly applies to them, whereas 
Gentiles may shrug it off as something 
which does not apply to them. 


This, despite the fact that Bernard Kops 
is at ease, and is very successful in 
describing Jewish family life, modes of 
speech, sighs and gestures, and black 
humour. It would be a pity if for this 
reason, the book would not gain wide 
attention. This is one of the books where 
one is aching to reveal the plot, as with- 
out knowledge of it, a proper discussion 
is impossible. 

What can be said is that to me this 
novel basically is a murder mystery— 
who killed who? 


Aubrey Field is torn between a desire 
of freedom and that of voluntary servi- 
tude motivated by the possibility of 
revenge. The two opposites are personi- 
fied in the book by Leah,—the ugly, 
shrivelled-up, yet good companion 
mother, and Zena—good humoured, 
attractive, yet more of an audience than 
fellow actor. It is through this that 
Aubrey’s mental and physical conflict is 
developed. 


In order to build up Aubrey’s character, 
the author draws heavily on man’s sexual 
and sensory appetites for the body, and 
on dreams merging into reality for the 
mind, which, when cannot be defined, 
constitute madness. For me, the key 
passage in the book is “It was not a 
nightmare. He only had nightmares when 
he was awake.” 


If one accepted this proposition, it must 
emasculate one. If one didn’t, then none 
of our decisions can be but insensitive. 
Those who may be put off by all this, 
should relax. The book is more enjoyable 
for those with innocent minds. For me, 
however, this book‘illuminates my own 
indecisions. 


Friends House 


Friends House, Euston Road, London, 
world headquarters of the Society of 
Friends, may open its doors to “lay- 
abouts ” and callers needing treatment. 


At a Meeting for Sufferings last month, 
Walter Birmingham, Quaker warden of 
Toynbee Hall, pointed out that Friends 
House occupied a “site of enormous 
possibilities’ facing a magnificent new 
railway station and a park frequented by 
layabouts. Friends House should be 
opened to callers he said, with an in- 
formation desk, and a qualified social 
worker on call. 


The proposal will now be considered by 
a special group of Friends. 


Biafra and Labour 


I would like to thank you for the excel- 
lent coverage you gave to Biafra in this 
week’s issue. I hope that delegates to the 
Labour Party Conference in Brighton 
this week will get the opportunity to 
read and eventually act on the front 
page article. 


Readers might be interested to know 
that a member of the Biafran Railway 
Workers Union is at present in London 
and he will be pleased to go anywhere 
and speak to trade union groups, or any 
other groups who are interested. It would 
be excellent, too, if other papers or 
magazines could interview him. His name 
is: Wilson Mornu, c/o Mr N. Ezechie, 
12 Cairns Road, London SW/7. (Tel: 
01-223 0874). 


Last week I received sore letters from 
my in-laws in Biafra. One sees on TV 
the appalling starvation in the refugee 
camps, but not so much is known of 
how the ordinary man is faring. My 
brother-in-law is a senior pharmacist 
working for the Biafran Government, 
and therefore holds quite a good posi- 
tion, but this is how his family are 
faring. 

He writes on August 17, 1969: ‘“ The 
sewing threads (reels of cotton) are 
most useful because each of them now 
in Biafra is £5. I don’t want to mention 
other things because I can cry if I do. 
Salt is regarded as gold, now £15 a cup 
(6 0z). We are really suffering, but we 
are managing to live. 

“We have started to get new yams from 
the farms and some green vegetables— 
these things are helping us a lot. I go 
out to meet some Rev Fathers for relief 
and whenever I have some, all the family 
share it. 

“JT was happy to hear that some friends 
have been helping us (this refers to the 
JBFA ship for Biafra). We know that. 
Britons have us at heart, but their 
Government is after their investments in 
Nigeria. Do send us some old magazines 
as we are cut off from the world. We 
have no papers to read, nothing to keep 
life going. Our four children have gone 
back to school, though in the bushes 
because of air raids, and they start very 
early and come back home _ before 
10 am.” 


I might just add that despite such hard- 
ship, they reiterate that there can be no 


surrender and they intend to go on 
suffering until a negotiated peace can be 
initiated. 

As we believe that Britain could use her 
infiuence to press for such peace talks to 
begin, I urge all readers of Peace 
News to write to Harold Wilson and to 
their MPs urging them to take action. 
MPs from all parties who are concerned 
about Biafra have specially requested 
that electors should write to their MPs 
without delay—they emphasise that this 
does have an effect. 


Ursula M. Amakwe, 
178 Stapleton Halli Road, 
London N4. 


Half-way Houses 


We must all be well aware by now that 
“the country cannot afford” more jobs, 
schoolteachers, hospitals and so forth, 
and probably never will be able to. 
Government has other uses for our 
money. 


What does not seem to be generally 
recognised is that “the country cannot 
afford” to do without the homeless. 
Those periodic bursts of publicity over 
the suffering of the homeless provide a 
powerful incentive for those who can 
almost afford to pay high rents and 
prices for housing to do so. > 


Since housing stocks do not increase, 
price increases take place all the way 
up the housing scale. This causes a 
great concentration of wealth in one 
product, housing, so simplifying the job 
of tax-collecting. It also reduces the 
amount of consumer-spending so reduc- 
ing our imports, improving our balance- 
of-payments position and strengthening 
our currency in world markets. 


The housing problem could be speedily 
solved without reducing either taxation 
or the strength of sterling by the adop- 
tion of Site Value Rating or Land Value 
Taxation but apparently certain vested 
interests will not permit this. 


As in the case of soldiers fallen in 
battle, we have erected monuments to 
the brave homeless who suffer in order 
that we may eat. They are called half-way 
houses and they may outlast the 
pyramids. 

Luke Bentley 

18 Hilltop Road 

London NW6 
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Letters 


Support for 
Tim Daly 


Would you help to make life more bear- 
able for Tim Daly, the 21-year-old poet 
who was jailed for four years last 
November for trying to burn down the 
Imperial War Museum? 


Tim, whose number is still 004105, has 
been moved from Wormwood Scrubs to 
Her Majesty’s Prison, County Road, 
Maidstone, Kent. Maidstone’s a rough 
joint, but there are some special privi- 
ledges. 


I am getting for him the following 
allowed items, or as many of them as 
possible: a two-band radio and licence, 
guitar (already donated), a lighter, rugs, 
a bedspread, paints and paintbrushes, 
books (he is allowed six a week) and, if 
possible, a fiute. 


Don’t send any of these direct to Tim— 
except books, which he will be allowed 
if he knows the donor’s address. But I’m 
more than somewhat broke at the 
moment. 


So could you send cheques, postal orders 
or cash to me at 18 Belsize Crescent, 
London NW3, marking the envelope 
“For Tim”. Tim says he’s sorry that he 
hasn’t been able to reply to half the 
letters of love he’s received, but he’s 
only allowed to send out two letters a 
week. He is brave, but he is having a 
bad time. 


Adrian Mitchell, 
18 Belsize Crescent, London NW3. 


Hair 
I refer to your front cover of September 


19 showing a man burning his copy of 
GEC’s Annual Report. 


Will you ask that fellow and others to 
have a shave and hair cut? How can one 
ask the public to buy your paper when 
this type of fellow (or girl) is depicted as 
a PPU member? 


Too few of your members are Christians. 


T. H. LeCornu, 
2 Mashobra Park, Upper Tower Road, 
St. Helier, Jersey. 


DIARY 


This is a free service. We reserve the right to 
select from notices sent in. To make the service 
as complete as possible, we urge organisers to: 


1. Send entries to arrive not later than first 
post Monday (Friday preferred). 


2. Include date, town, place (hall, street): 
nature of event, speakers, organisers, (and 
secretary's address). 


To publicise full details, book a classified or 
displayed advertisement. 


Remember to order copies of Peace News for 
your advertised meeting: Sale or Return. From: 
Circulation Department, 5 Caledonian Road, 
London Ni. 


3-12 October Fri-Sun 


LONDON NW3. 11 am to 8 pm. Camden Arts 
Centre, The Arts of Village India Exhibition. 
Sundays 2 pm to 7 pm. Closed Monday. 


4 October Saturday 


LONDON WC1, 7.30 pm to 10.30 pm. Conway 
Hali, Red Lion Square. Grand Social Evening to 
celebrate the 20th Anniversary of the People’s 
Republic of China. Tickets 8s 6d at door. 


KINGSTON. Hiroshima Sponsored Walk. King- 
ston to London. Assemble 10 am, Kingston 
Parish Church, march 15 miles to St Martin 
in Fields. Proceeds to CND and Hiroshima 
House Appeal. London CND, 14 Grays Inn 
Road, London WC1. 01-242 3872/3. 


PORTON. 11.15 
Village. March 


am assemble at Allington 
to Salisbury. Demonstration 


You are invited to the annual 


PEACE NEWS READERS MEETING 


3 pm Saturday, October 11. 


WRI Meeting Room, 3 Caledonian Road, Kings Cross, London, N1. 
SPECIAL DISCUSSION ON STUDENT ACTIVITIES, PEACE NEWS 


WORK IN 1968/69/70, HAS PEACE NEWS AN 
ORGANISATION ROLE... WITH PEACE NEWS 
AND HOUSMANS STAFF, AND DIRECTORS 


against CBW. A~-coach leaves 14 Grays Inn 
Road at 7.45 am, fare 17s 6d return, 

LONDON SW1. 2.30. Claverton Street. GPC meet- 
ing. British “Peace Committee. 


5 October Sunday 


LONDON W1. 8 pm. Cornucopia Restaurant and 
Coffee House, 57a Ridinghouse Street, Live Jazz 
and Folk Music. Adm 3s 6d. 


6 October Monday 


LONDON Ni. 12.30 to 2 pm. 3 Caledonian Road. 
Peace Workers Lunch Gathering. WRI. 


BRIGHTON. 7.30 pm. Friends Meeting House, 
Ship Street, ‘‘ Voyage of the Phoenix ’’—Film 
of the voyage and visit of the skipper, George 
Lakey. SoF. 


MANCHESTER. 8 pm 58 High Lane, Chorlton. 
Discussion, local activity. Tel: 061-831-1788, 


6,7,9 Oct Mon,Tues, Thurs 


LONDON. 6.30 pm. Crypt of St Martin in the 
Fields. London Schoo] of Nonviolence, 


6-10 October Mon-Fri 


LONDON. 12.30 pm to 1.30 pm. Daily picket at 
Downing Street to demand an end to the 
Nigeria Biafra War. Save Biafra Campaign, 13 
Goodwin Street, N4. 272 5524. 


7 October Tuesday 


LONDON Wi. 8 pm. St Anne’s House, 57 Dean 
Street, Soho. Derek Cox ‘‘ Work with Disturbed 
Adolescents in London: 1, The East End.’’ 


8 October Wednesday 


LONDON Nl. 5.30 pm onwards. Peace News 
Office. 5 Caledonian Road. Voluntary Peace 
News packing. Help get Peace News out on 
time, meet the staff, free tea and biscuits. 


LONDON NW3. 8 pm. Friends Meeting House, 
Heath Street. ‘‘ Germ Warfare: Who is Respon- 
sible? '’ Speakers: Dr Robert Smith and Dr 
Malcolm Caldwell. ‘Camden CND. 


9 October Thursday 


BRIGHTON. 12.15 to 2 pm. Friends Centre. Ship 
Street. Oxfam Lunch, 


LONDON Ell. 8 pm. Friends House, Wanstead. 
Wallace Hancock on Northern Ireland, PPU, 


10 October Friday 


CORNWALL. 7.30 pm. Cornwall 
monthly meeting at 42 Pendarves 
Beacon, Camborne. All welcome, 


Anarchists’ 
Street, 


LONDON, Fishmongers Arms, Wood Green High 
Road. Folk Club. f 


BRIGHTON. 8 pm. Royal Pavilion. Conference 
Room 1. ‘‘ What Hope for the United Nations? " 
Rt Hon Geoffrey Rippon, Q.C., UNA 
(Admission 2s). 


11 October Saturday 


LONDON NW11. 10 am to 5.30 pm. St Michael's 
Hall, Goldrs Green, Fund Raising Bazaar. 
African National Congress. 


LONDON, 10.30 am onwards. St Pauls Cathedral. 
Picket against a chapel being dedicated to the 
military. St Pauls will be the Liberated Zone. 
CHURCH and CNA. Contact: Dave Poolman, 10 
Rabbits Road, London E12, or phone TER 4473. 


LONDON NW1, 2.15 pm. Friends House, Euston 
Road, Public Meeting. ‘‘ Concerned at Factory 
Farming? ” 


GLASGOW. 2 pm. University International Club, 
11 University Gardens. Discussion on the Com- 
mon Market and European Security. Speaker 
Bill McLean, Transport and accommodation: 
please book with British Peace Committee 
office as soon as possible, 


12 October Sunday 


LONDON WS. Third Hayes Hunter Philcox 
Lecture. 3.30 pm. Essex Church Hall, Palace 
Gardens Terrace, Notting Hill Gate. Bishop 


Geoffrey Paget King ‘‘ Shall we reach the 
City? ” 


15 October Wednesday 


LONDON WCl. 7.30 pm. Holborn Central 
Library, Theobalds Road. Chinese films on Sino- 
co Border dispute: followed by discussion. 
SACU. 


18-19 October Sat-Sun 


YORKSHIRF. Weekend School at_ Iikley. 
Speaker: Arthur Booth. Subject: The Buddhist 
in Vietnam, as a third force in bringing about 
peace Hilde Gibson, Brotherhood Church, 
Stapleton, Nr, Pontefract, PPU, 


Von Thadden and _ his 
in the new West 
German parliament. Thanks to 
Selective Free Speech—and _ the 
advocates of that dubious doctrine 
will feel that their point has been 
made. 


The trouble now will be that every- 
one gets into the act. Which no 
doubt will make election meetings a 
lot more entertaining and better 
atended than most of them are tradi- 
tionally, but will be a pity. 


Of course the strongest pragmatic 
argument for shouting down the 
neo-Nazis had a lot going for it. 
That is, since the NPD has, for 
good reason, a pretty bloodcurdling 
image, anything that served to break 
down the attempt to persuade voters 
that it was really a respectable 
part of the political system, would 
damage its electoral chances. Rowdy 
scenes at election meetings caused a 
reaction against the party, in spite of 
the fact that they had not been 
immediately responsible for them. 


But this Machiavellian argument 
works both ways. What the election 
result has shown is that “ violence” 
against an extremist does not neces- 
sarily cause any reaction in his 
favour, even where it comes from 
an equally, or even more, unpopular 
alternative extreme. ~ 


And in this kind of battle the Left, 
with all its impedimenta of half- 
forgotten principles and inhibitory 
ideals, is going to be the loser. The 
next time a meeting in Germany 
organised by a left-wing group gets 
broken up, the outcome will be a 
wave of anti-left activity by the 
authorities. 


When violence erupts, people react 
most strongly not against those 
responsible in any instance, but 
against the people who frighten them 
most. And in most cases that is 
going to be the leftists. 


It’s like any argument in favour of 


So Adolf 
mates won’t be 


JOHN 
BALL'S 
COLUMN 


enough to demonstrate that in an 
individual hard case it’s got the best 
prospects of producing the best 
result. But in real life you don’t 
have isolated cases. 


* * * 


One advantage of the current press 
build-up of the term skinhead is that 
at last hairy people have a suitable 
retort to make to bald old gentle- 
men who tell them to get their hair 
cut. 


However I only hope that the image 
will not catch on. According to the 
Sunday Times Colour Supplement all 
sorts of trendy people (most of whom 
I’ve never heard—as for the rest, 
I’ve no idea why I should have 
heard of them) have had their heads 
clipped. It’s a horrifying thought— 
walking round London streets with 
all those bristly skulls. A mass in- 
vasion of astronauts. 


The only good thing about the whole 
thing is that it now becomes neces- 
sary for bald old gentlemen, and 
others, to reorientate themselves. No 
longer is it sufficient for them to 
react purely on the basis of hair 
length, it is becoming only too 
disturbingly obvious that a short 
.back and sides is not the answer to 
all teenage debauchery, insubordina- 
tion and non-conformity. 


I suppose it was inevitable that the 


a resort to violent tactics: it’s easy press, with its permanent need to 


mould every conflict into a simple 
formula, should have leaped with 
delight on the new term (which 
first made print, so far as I know, in 
the Black Dwarf a month ago). Since 
the whole mods and rockers thing 
faded there’s been a crying need 
for a new line up for tribal war- 
fare. Students versus cops didn’t 
really ever fill the gap. Nor did 
Hippies versus cops. 


But Hippies and Skinheads—now 
that is a dream set-up. It’s even got 
overtones of Roundheads and 
Cavaliers, and it completely avoids 
any embarrassing political issues. 


“Unfortunately” up to the present, 
it hasn’t worked out. And I strongly 
suspect (and hope) that the youth 
sub-groups involved will this time 
resist the pressures of the media 
pushing them into an artificial con- 
flict to satisfy the vicarious needs of 
the British public. 


* * * 


I wonder if British police forces will 
adopt the latest New York fad, which 
involves dressing policemen in 
female drag to trap would-be 
muggers and rapists. 


The though of Danny la Rue making 
a guest appearance in Dixon of Dock 
Green has been haunting me since 
I heard a husky voiced and very 
embarrassed-sounding New York 
policeman telling radio listeners on 
Monday how he was dressed. You 
could hear him blushing when he 
got to the bra. 


But I’m sure that it left most 
listeners feeling a great rush of pro- 
police feeling, with some justice. 
After all it must require a consider- 
able measure of moral courage for 
one of New York’s Finest to 
relinquish his trousers in the in- 
terest of Law and Order. And moral 
courage—as opposed to physical 
courage—is not something that you 
necessarily expect to find in the 
stereotype policeman. 


CLASSIPIED 


Terms: 6d per word, minimum 4s. Dis- 
counts for series. Box No — 1s extra. Cash 
with order not stamps, please). Adverts 
to reach 5 Caledonian Road, London N1 
by first post Monday. Box No replies to 


same address, Displayed advertisement 
rates on application. 
Personal 


““ THE BREAD IS RISING.’’ To keep it high 
we need cash. Campaign to Clear Hostels 
and Slums—squatting and other forms of 
direct action in housing—3 Osborn Street, 
London £1. D 


RELEASE. 
01-603 8654, 
arrests, drugs, 
migration, civil 
problems. 


24 hour emergency service. 
Information and advice on 
rents, jobs, divorce, im- 
rights and any other 


DUREX Gossamer 21s 3 dozen, Featherlite 
13s 6d dozen. Supertrans 10s dozen. 
Personal Service. PO Box No 3, Horbury, 
Wakefield. 


FREE SPECIMEN COPY of Peace News sent 
to any friend of yours who might be a 
potential reader, Send your names and 
addresses to Circulation, 5 Caledonian 
Road, London Ni. 


‘‘— RENOUNCE WAR and I will never 
support or sanction another.’ This pledge 
signed by each member is the basis of the 
Peace Pledge Union. Send your pledge to 
PPU Headquarters, Dick Sheppard House, 
6 Endsleigh Street, ‘London WC1. 


LEAVES. Pcstal poetry club. ‘Christine, 9 
Oxford Drive, Woodbridge, Suffolk. 


PATRA CORRESPONDENCE CLUB. Interest- 
ed? Write: Mrs P. Gill, 66 Laburnum Road, 
Redcar, Teesside, England. 


WHEN IN A CO-OP SHOP, quote London 
Co-op number 336943, or send us the 
dividend cheque. The resulting dividend 
will be paid into the Peace News Fund. 
Try learning the number. 


Publications 
CATONSVILLE ROADRUNNER. October 
issue out now 1s, Articles: Sexual Hypo- 


crisy, Rey Dick York from Berkeley Free 
Church, News from the Christian Under- 
ground etc. Obtainable from most leading 
London Bookshops or 132 Muswell Hill 
Broadway, London N10. 


THE FREETHINKER debates live issues 
from a secular viewpoint, Every week. 6d 


Free copy from: The Freethinker, (P) 
103 Borough High Street, London SE1. 
INTERZONE A No. 4.-QOut now af Ils, 


poetry, articles, works by Roger McGough, 
Dave Tomlin, Glen Sweeney or 3rd Ear. 


Available at most London Bookshops or 
from: Gary Butler, 50A Princedale Road, 
London W111. Please add 6d postage. Other 
enquiries 229 7753. 


Wanted 


HOQVER in working order wanted for PN 
cleaner. Please make her work easter. 
Offers to 5 Caledonian Road, London N1, 
or phone 01-837 4473, 

VOLUNTEERS to pack Peace News on 
Wednesday evenings from 5.30 pm. 5 
Caledonian Road, Kings Cross, Nl. We 
desperately need you, all our regular 
volunters have gone back to college etc. 


Accommodation vacant 


CREEKSIDE CHALET. Furnished 2. bed- 
rooms, livingroom, kitchen, electric, 


isolated, 50s weekly. Val Baker, Old 
Sawmill, Golant, Fowey (Fowey 3337). 
Cinema 


FORBIDDEN FILM FESTIVAL goes further. 
New 48 page illustrated programme free 
now. New ‘Cinema Club, 122 Wardour 
Street, W1. 734 5888. Membership 25s. 
Students 10s 6d, Seats from 5s. 
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Caledonian Road, Kings Cross, London N! 
and printed in Great Britain by Goodwin 
Press (TU) Ltd at 135 Fonthill Road, 
N4, Registered at GPO as a Newspaper 
Avaijable on order from all newsagents. 
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